



Stockport Domestic Abuse Strategy 2009-2011

1. Introduction

The work of Stockport Domestic Abuse Forum fits within the three strands to the government strategic framework for domestic abuse; Prevention and Early Intervention, Protection and Justice and Support for Victims. Tackling Domestic Abuse effectively therefore requires a multi-agency response. The Stockport Domestic Abuse Forum brings together the services and expertise of wide range of organisations and partnerships from the statutory and voluntary sectors to tackle, monitor and evaluate domestic abuse in Stockport.

2. Definition

The Government defines domestic abuse as:

“Any incident of threatening behaviour, violence or abuse (psychological, physical, sexual, financial or emotional) between adults who are or have been intimate partners or family members, regardless of gender or sexuality”. This includes forced marriage and so called ‘honour based’ abuse.

3. Context and Impact

Domestic Abuse has a devastating effect on victims, their families and the wider community, regardless of race, geography or social background. The effects are crosscutting and impact every aspect of the individuals life. One in four women and one in six men will be affected in their lifetimes, with women suffering higher rates of repeat victimisation and serious injury. Domestic Abuse is rarely a one off event, it’s frequency and severity often escalates over time. Evidence consistently shows that 2 women per week are killed by a current or former partner and Domestic Abuse contributes to 16% of all violent crime. Domestic abuse often begins or increased during pregnancy and is a factor in around 80% of child protection cases. It impacts on children’s physical, emotional and cognitive well-being and is therefore a significant Safeguarding issue. The total cost to society is an estimated £23billion a year in England and Wales.
Local Context

Reporting of domestic abuse incidents in Stockport increases year on year. 5590 incidents were reported to the police in the period April 2008 to March 2009. Given that evidence indicates that only 12% of incidents are reported to the police, it may be estimated that 45,000 incidents of domestic abuse occurred in Stockport during this period.

Stockport Women’s Aid received over 300 referrals for refuge accommodation and provided support to nearly 400 women and 300 children during 2008-2009.

Legal Framework

Domestic Abuse Crime and Victims Act (2004) introduced additional powers for the police responding to Domestic Abuse.

Adoption and Children Act (2002) redefined the definition of harm to include, …”the impairment suffered from seeing of hearing the ill-treatment of another..”

4. Aims

The Stockport Domestic Abuse Strategy has the following aims:

1) To prevent and reduce the incidence of domestic abuse; and

2) To improve the service provision for people affected by domestic abuse.

3) LAA target “Reduce Incidents of Domestic Abuse”
These aims will be achieved by work which:

· Increases awareness and promote zero tolerance of domestic abuse;

· Improves the effectiveness of services in providing protection and support to children and adults experiencing or affected by domestic abuse, including children in households where such abuse is taking place;

· Develops and improves ways of addressing the behaviour of those responsible for Domestic Abuse. 

5. Implementation

To support the implementation of the Stockport Domestic Abuse Strategy, see also:

· Stockport Domestic Abuse Strategic Group Terms of Reference

· Stockport Domestic Abuse Action Plan 2009-2010
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